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ANTI-TERRORISM LEGISLATION - Terrance Carter
Law may inadvertently draw innocent causes within its maw
as suspect causes include environmental groups

ity” under the Criminal Code, as revised by Bill C-36,

the Anti-Terrorism Act, is that it is an act or omission
committed “in whole or in part for a political, religious or ideo-
logical purpose, objective or cause” that leads to injury, sub-
stantial property damage or a serious disruption of essential
services.

The definition of what may constitute a “terrorist activ-

Of the three different types of purposes, “political” and “relig-
ious” are somewhat self-explanatory.

“Ideological” purpose, though, may be more ambiguous in its
meaning. It is important, therefore, to look to how the term
“ideological” is being utilized in a practical context by the
authorities who are implementing and enforcing anti-terrorism
laws to understand what “ideological” purpose entails in terms
of fulfilling the definition of a “terrorist activity”.

RCMP responds to “threats”

As a result of the passage of Bill C-36, the RCMP has publicly
stated that its “key role” in the emerging anti-terrorism agenda
is “preventing, detecting and responding to existing and emerg-
ing national security threats”.

In this regard, an article published by the RCMP during the last
months of 2001, titled The Hands of Terror, available at
http://www.rcmp.ca/gazette/gazette vol63no6 _e.pdf,  docu-
ments the beginnings of this anti-terrorist initiative and investi-
gations by the RCMP.

Within the RCMP article, it is stated that potential terrorists are
often “operating under ideology as opposed to affiliation”.

Specific examples of what these ideological purposes are and

the issues that are stated as being actively monitored by the
RCMP include groups and individuals involved with advocacy
regarding “genetically modified food and ongoing environ-
mental concerns about water, forest preservations and animal
rights”.

Critical to charities

As the actual investigation and enforcement of the Anfi-
Terrorism Act unfolds, information concerning those targeted
under it will become critical to charitable organizations, espe-
cially those that may be involved with environmental protec-
tion or animal rights.

In addition, the recent statements by the RCMP reveal the
broad scope of “ideological” purposes in relation to what con-
stitutes “terrorist activities” and the breadth of organizations
which may be targeted and investigated.
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All charitable organizations, and specifically domestic charita-
ble organizations that are involved in targeted “ideological” ar-
eas involving advocacy, such as animal rights and
environmental protection organizations, will now need to be
vigilant in light of these revelations and develop a proactive,
due diligence response.

For more information about developing a due diligence re-
sponse, reference can be made to Charity Law Bulletin No. 12
found at www.antiterrorismlaw.ca.

Carter & Associates is located at 211 Broadway, P.O. Box 440,

Orangeville ON LYW 1K4, 519/942-0001, fax 519/942-0300,

tcarter@carterslawfirm.com, www.charitylaw.ca. This Anti-

Terrorism and Charity Law Alert is a summary of current legal
issues on anti-terrorism and charity law provided as an infor-

mation service by Carter & Associates. It is current only as of
the date of the Bulletin and does not reflect changes in the law
that have occurred subsequent to the date of the Bulletin. The
Anti-Terrorism and Charity Law Alert is distributed with the

understanding that it does not constitute legal advice or estab-

lish the solicitor/client relationship by way of any information

contained herein. The contents are intended for general infor-

mation purposes only and under no circumstances can be re-

lied upon for legal decision-making. Readers are advised to

consult with a qualified lawyer and obtain a written opinion

concerning the specifics of their particular situation.

Registering for Congress easy,
online or offline

Continued from page 2

The full program is available at www.afptoronto.org/con-
gress2002/ataglance.htm, and a full alphabetical list, with bio-
graphical information, of the almost 100 speakers can be found
at www.afptoronto.org/congress2002/20 _congress_fac-
ulty.htm.

Registration can be undertaken online or by mailing in the .pdf
form at the web site or the one in the brochure to be mailed out
to members soon. Price on or before October 18 is $732.95 for
members for all four days, $535.35 for the three days only. For
non-members, it is $866.70 pre-Congress plus all three days,
$647.35 for the three days only. After the early bird deadline,
prices rise substantially (www.afptoronto.org/con-
gress2002/16_registration_info.htm).

For further information or to register: Cynthia Quigley, Con-
gress Co-ordinator, AFP Greater Toronto Chapter, 260 King
St. E., Ste. 412, Toronto ON M54 4L5, 416/941-9212, fax
416/941-9013, cquigley@aftoronto.org, for web site(s) see
above.
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